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3 months into post already. Where does the time go ? I would like to update you all on my progress so far.  The 

community art work has been a huge hit. So far over 400 children and young people have contributed a piece of 

art work and it has been a mammoth task getting it all sewn together. The overall effect is fantastic and I would 

like to say a big thank you to all our young artists. Of course there has been a more serious side to the creative 

chaos. I have been using the opportunity to open communication lines with young people. We have had 

discussions around anti social behaviour and how they can take a more pro active role in their local decision 

making process. We recently held a fun day here at Springwell Gardens with young people from the Birks Holt 

estate in Maltby. The young people worked with a graffiti artist and produced some amazing pieces of work.   

The community artwork has lead to another project which I 

am sure will soon be a hot topic of conversation. Over the 

coming months I will be working with our boroughõs young 

people to support  Safe@last. This is a charity involved with 

homeless young people in Rotherham. Many of the young 

people I am working with empathised with the plight of its 

service users and devised an action plan to help. The Big Bop 

was born !! Yes you heard it here first folks. Our young 

people have choreographed a simple dance routine set to 

that well known ditty òEverybody needs somebodyó by the 

Blues Brothers. They will be working alongside RotherFed, 

The Music Factory, Rotherham Lions, Rother FM and the 

Deputy Mayorõs office. They aim to teach as many people as 

possible the funky moves and raise some much needed cash 

for Safe@last. Tee shirts have already been designed and we 

are waiting to see the finished product. They will be on sale at various outlets in the near future and will cost the princely sum 

of £2.00. Thousands of our areas young people are hoping to perform the dance live at the Rotherham Show and we will also be 

trying to stage a Big Bop day, where we will be asking all 

schools, businesses and residents to don the Tee shirts 

and perform the bop on the same day at the same 

time !! Please donõt miss out,  make sure you and your 

groups are ready for the fun. A huge thank you must go 

out to Staff and pupils at Thrybergh School and Sports 

College for taking a lead role in the project delivery. 

The media suite at the school will be producing an 

instructional DVD to show you how the Big Bop works 

and will be available here at RotherFed along with Tee 

Shirts upon completion. Itõs a really simple routine so if 

you can twist, hokey-cokey or hand jive then there are 

simply no excuses not to take part!!.  

Anyone wanting more info please do not hesitate 

to contact me at Springwell Gardens on 01709 

368515 or julie.sanders@rotherfed.org  

Weõre a Hoppinõ & a Boppinõ for Safe@last! 

Volunteers & kids from Birks Holt at the Funday in Springwell Gardens 

Young people concentrate on their moves! 
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Uniting and representing tenants 

and   residents in decisions about 

their homes and communities  

RotherFed AGM  
The Annual General Meeting of RotherFed was held on Tuesday 23 March 2010 with an 

excellent turnout of delegates who heard Peter Collins, Chairman, open proceedings and 

welcome all our partners and guests, including Cabinet Member for Neighbourhoods, Cllr. 

Jahangir Akhtar, Graham Eades, Interim Chief Executive 2010 Rotherham, Matthew 

Spittles, Director of Operations 2010 

Rotherham, and the Housing Associations 

present.  

The main business then started with the 

Chair moving the minutes of the 2009 AGM 

for approval.  

Jayne Holbrook presented the accounts to 

the meeting, and explained points of interest 

before the Chair invited Nic Marshall, who 

had scrutinised the process, to inform the 

meeting of the results of the elections to 

the board. Jean Jones had retired, and 

was replaced by Mathew Powell from 

Flanderwell TARA.  

 Peter, pictured right, made a presentation 

to Jean and thanked her for her time on 

the board on behalf of the members and 

staff.  

 

Forthcoming Events  

23 April Accessible Services for All, Springwell Gardens 10.00 -

13.00  

11 May Council House Financing, Barnsley 10.30 - 15.30  

25- 27 June òConnecting Communitiesó Northern College 

Weekend  

Contact RotherFed on 01709 368515 for details  

Assembled delegates and partners 

Peter Collins  with Jean Jones 
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