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Christians Against Poverty, the national debt counselling charity, has recently announced that it is opening a 

dedicated debt counselling centre in Rotherham. The news, which comes at a time of unprecedented financial 

difficulty for many, will mean that individuals in the Rotherham will now be able to take advantage of the charityôs 

free, specialist advice. 

Using its successful combination of practical and sustainable financial solutions, coupled with sensitivity to 

individual and personal needs, the charity aims to bring hope to those trapped by debt in Rotherham.  The Centre 

has been launched in partnership with Rotherham New Life Church. 

Heading up the CAP centre is Liz Bentley, who will work with all members of the local community, regardless of 

religious belief, negotiating with creditors to work out a realistic budget for clients, which prioritises food and 

essential bills to ensure they will be debt free within five years.   

Liz will also be supported and managed by the charityôs Operations Centre in Bradford, so that she is also able to 

offer clients a CAP Account and insolvency services should they need.  

The CAP Account acts as a simple bank account to help people pay their priority debts and the insolvency 

service provides a solution to those who, even with careful budgeting, would be facing a life sentence of debt 

repayments.  

Matt Barlow, UK CEO, Christians Against Poverty, said: óWe are thrilled to open our latest centre in Rotherham as 

the UK continues to battle against the increasing tide of personal debt.   

óWe aim to bring hope and a free, practical solution to the problem of debt, whilst helping individuals through the 

often traumatic consequences, which can include divorce, going hungry and even attempted suicide. 

óLiz will be a fantastic asset to us as a charity as we seek to help even more people across the UK, and we have 

every confidence that the local community in Rotherham will soon feel the benefits of having a CAP centre on 

their doorstep.ô 

Liz, CAP Centre Manager in Rotherham said: óDebt is an increasing problem in our society but individuals can 

receive the help and support they need through Christians Against Povertyôs work.   

óThe worst thing someone in debt can do is stay silent, so I would urge anyone in financial difficulty in the area to 

contact me on 0800 328 0006.  Being in debt is nothing to be ashamed of and I know we can work together to 

provide a lasting solution.ô 

For more information, visit www.capuk.org or call on 0800 328 0006.   
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Uniting and representing tenants 

and   residents in decisions about 

their homes and communities  

The Big Bop Needs YOU!!  
Can I take a few moments of your valuable time to ask you to support us here at RotherFed with our very exciting, 

relevant and fun project.  My name is Julie Sanders, Youth Engagement Officer for RotherFed.  

 I am working with some of Rotherhamõs most vulnerable young people and have been very 

busy finding new ways to promote engagement and cohesion, whilst addressing the 

important issues of wellbeing and safety.  Through this work I have created strong links with 

Thrybergh School and Sports College and it has been my privilege to work with students 

and staff in the SFL unit there.  Over the last few months we have developed The Big Bop 

project designed by vulnerable young people to support other vulnerable young 

people.  With huge thanks to our new Lady Mayor, Cllr. Rose McNeely and husband Vince 

who have supported us from the off we are  inviting all of Rotherham Borough (partners, 

agencies, businesses, community groups, and the general public) to show support for the 

kids who really are òdoing it for themselvesó. Of course I know I will be able to count on 

our fantastic TARAs to help me lead the way. The young people are trying to raise money 

and awareness for a charity called SAFE@LAST.  For those of you unfamiliar with the 

charity, their aim is to help, support  and protect young people under the age of 16 who, for a multitude of reasons feel the need to run 

away from home.  They provide intervention and breathing space and most importantly, safety for  young people at a crucial time.  They 

work tirelessly with parents, carers, schools  etc to provide education and support. 

The concept is very simple and outlined as follows: 

Everyone knows the moves to the Cha-cha slide right? ð If you donõt, then where have you been hiding?? !!! 

We need as many of you lovely people as possible to get together with your workmates, families, and friends 

and of course your TARAS to step outside on Friday the 16th  July at exactly 2.15 pm, play the track and have 

a boogie !!! There is only one catch - we would like everyone to be wearing a T shirt designed by the kids.  It 

is FAB and FUNKY and costs the miserly sum of £2.00.  The  T shirt is actually your ticket to take part in 

the fun,  and will also allow you access to another highly prestigious event ð What could that that be? I hear 

you gasp in wonderment. Well if you wear the T shirt again at the Rotherham Show in September you will 

have automatic entry into the arena where you will be allowed to strut your stuff again with our Lady 

Mayor  and the BLUES BROTHERS!!  So - by anyoneõs standards that has to be the bargain of the century! 

I have lots of T shirts and posters and I will be running around everywhere along with students and the SAFE@LAST team over the next 

few weeks.  We would really like to add you to our growing list of supporters. You can do this in a variety of ways- you could just pop 

into RotherFed and purchase a T shirt or maybe have a boogie with your Tara and invite family and friends round to strut their stuff for 

charity, or you can call me and tag along with someone elseõs organized event.  If anyone out there can think of any groups who may like 

to participate or you would like any further info please call me on  07891098410 or 01709 368515  

Any large numbers taking place will also have the opportunity to appear live on the local news as we will be filming the event as it 

happens live from the air, so please remember no dancing round your handbags and donõt do anything your Granny would not be proud 

of ð this is serious stuff you know!!!!!! 

 

PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE, PLEASE Get behind our young people to make the day a success 

and wear your T shirts with pride!  

 

Forthcoming events.  

EGM & Delegate meeting 29 June 6.00 pm at 

Springwell Gardens. Buffet at 5.30 pm  

Phone 01709 368515 to book or email 

info@rotherfed.org  

Julie Sanders, left, & Alan Goy from RotherFed with Katie 

Eastburn from Safe@last. Note the T shirts! 

http://www.capuk.org/
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Greystones Young Guns Go For It!  

Thursday 27 May saw those hard working folks over in Whiston looking after their residents with another 

Pie & Pea event.  

Chris Purvis and the team from Greystones Action Group laid on the afternoon, which included pie & peas from 

local bistro Churchillõs, tea & biscuits and a raffle. Entertainment was 

provided by Mark Walsh, pictured left, a versatile young man who has 

appeared at the London Palladium with many 

great stars. He kept them laughing with his 

witty banter and songs, (but not as much as 

when Member Development Officer Alan Goy dropped two cups when helping to 

tidy up!.)  

The group invited residents from two local 

homes, Whiston Hall & Broom Lane, as well as 

local residents, and they joined in with the 

sing-a-long. 

Contact Alan for details if you wish to book either Mark or Churchillõs. 

Chris says itõs not all glamour in Greystones! 

Communication is Key  

Deaf community members met up with representatives of Rotherham Federation of Tenants and Residents 

(RotherFed) and 2010 Rotherham at Rotherham Library on Wednesday 26th May 2010, outlining some of the 

barriers they faced in getting involved in community activity and housing services. Communication was the key 

barrier ï attendees said that clear messages without jargon and good visual aids were required. Text and email 

communication were championed by those present.  Everyone who attended said that British Sign Language 

Interpreters were essential at all meetings they were invited too. One person suggested setting up a tenants and 

residents association (TARA)  for hearing impaired members in Rotherham 

Steve Ruffle, Development Manager of RotherFed said ñI have learnt so much from sitting down listening to the 

views of people today. Now I know that having an interpreter at our meetings is not simply tokenism or political 

correctness gone mad but a real essential requirement for involvementò. 

Christine Staniforth representing 2010 Rotherham said ñdeaf and hearing impaired customers of 2010 Rotherham 

are, like everyone, entitled to good quality housing services  and need  the same opportunities to be involved in 

decisions on the future of their homes and services as all 

council tenants. ò 

 RotherFedôs next Delegates meeting is at 6pm on Tuesday 

29th June 2010 at Springwell Gardens Community Centre on 

Eastwood View. This meeting is open to everyone and  a 

British Sign Language interpreter will be in attendance. To 

book your place contact RotherFed email 

info@rotherfed.org  or by text on 07969 426707. A buffet 

will be served at 5.30pm.  
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Bakersfield Residents Association 1st Anniversary!  

Residents of Bakersfield Court Centre, run by Chevin Housing celebrated the first 

anniversary of the group with a get - together, where they were entertained by children 

from Herringthorpe Junior School, who sang a selection of songs from òWind in the 

Willowsó. Due to photographic restrictions, we canõt show you the kids, but I can assure you 

they did an excellent job. 

Thanks to them and the 

staff who came along.  

P i c t u r e d  r i g h t  a r e 

Treasurer Ron Roberts, 

looking rather dapper, and 

some of the group members.  

Residents of St Josephs, Leopold Street and Westgarth TARA came together 

recently to enjoy a session of crafts hosted by òDizzy Beeó Elaine MacPherson. 

Secretary Peter Lee is always looking at ways 

of keeping his ladies entertained, and 

contacted her after speaking to RotherFed 

Development Officer, Alan Goy. Alan reminded 

them that RotherFed will pay the initial session 

cost as part of the benefit package of 

belonging to RotherFed. There was a very 

good enthusiastic response from the group as 

you can see from the pictures. If your group 

hasnõt used this service yet, please contact Alan 

The Dizzy Bee meets Peter Lee!  

mailto:info@rotherfed.org

